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April 6,2006 

To whom it may concern: 

Re.: Shane Duckworth 

I write at the request of Shane Duckworth, who has approached me to provide a commentary on 
his early career record, placing emphasis on the period of time that he spent under my supervision 
at the University of British Columbia. It is my pleasure to respond with this general letter of 
reference. 

We identified the topic of his research, on soil-geosynthetic interaction, during his final year as an 
undergraduate student. Thereafter, over the summer prior to his commencing those research 
studies, he worked with me as a field assistant in the preparation of a guide to best practices in 
soil stabilization for resource roads in the forest sector. This entailed management of safe access 
to many remote field locations, through liaison with government and industry, the acquisition of 
information on sites, soils and geosynthetics, and report writing. Throughout this challenging 
assignment, he demonstrated a maturity and independence that were further confirmed in his 
graduate research on materials testing. 

The research was conducted in partnership with the government of British Columbia, Dept. of 
Transportation and Highways. It examined the response of a geoyntheic reinforcement, 
embedded in backfill soil, to a complex state of cyclic loading. Intriguingly, the government 
sponsor and primary contact was remarkably well-informed about the difficulties of such work, 
which in turn raised the expectation of valued-added insights from his research findings. He rose 
to this challenge admirably. As a consequence he produced a thesis with novel and practical 
insights, to time, and to budget. It was a testament to his capacity for original analysis, and 
personal discipline with respect to time-management. 

Since leaving UBC, he has acquired a range of private sector experience to complement his 
undergraduate studies and graduate research work. Collectively, it represents a balanced and 
truly diverse record of education and employment experience. 

Yours truly, 

Professor of Civil Engineering 


